
English 122-B8 | Texts and Contexts 

Politics and the English Language 

Winter 2011 
MWF 12:00-12:50 | HC L 2 

Instructor: Andrea Hasenbank 
Email: agh3@ualberta.ca 
Office: HC 3-66 
Office Hours: MW 11:00-12:00 
Moodle: http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/efsboard// 

 
Course Description 

This course introduces students to post-secondary studies in English by focusing on a specific literary theme (to be 
determined by the instructor) in a cluster of related texts. Students may expect to encounter fiction, poetry, drama, 
and non-fictional prose, as well as film and other visual media. The course will enable students to explore a 
particular subject in depth as well as a broad range of materials, and to acquire a rich sense of contexts or 
intellectual landscapes that give shape to the study of literature and culture.  

Section B08 of this course is organized on the theme of “Politics and the English Language.” Politics is 
fundamentally about how power is distributed among and used by various groups of people in our society; it is not 
limited to the public sphere, but also informs our private lives, our work, and our experiences as individuals. 
Language functions to structure these relationships in a political manner, as well as offering a critical tool to 
understand those relationships as political. Using the analysis of language in both literary and non-literary writing as 
a jumping off point, this class will examine seven groups of political relationships in thematically linked topics: war, 
colonialism, satire, gender, dystopias, class, and race. We will look at a range of texts, including a novel, short 
stories, essays, poems, a film, and newspapers and online exchanges. None of this is meant to be exhaustive or 
exclusionary: students will have the opportunity to bring their own experiences of politics and language into our 
discussion and into their work. 

Required Texts 

Gwynn, R.S., and Wanda Campbell, eds. Literature: A Pocket Anthology. 2nd Canadian Edition. Toronto: Pearson 
Education Canada (Penguin Academics), 2008. 

Faigley, Lester, Roger Graves, and Heather Graves, eds. The Little Penguin Handbook. 1st Canadian Edition. 
Toronto: Pearson Education Canada, 2011. 

Orwell, George. 1984. London and Toronto: Penguin, 2008. (Any edition is fine) 

Other texts to be distributed electronically and/or as handouts. 

Course Goals and Format 

This course focuses on the development of critical reading and writing skills by engaging with a variety of texts in a 
range genres and formats through reading, discussion, and writing. In particular, we will focus on analyzing the 
structure of arguments and ways in which language can be used politically. In doing so, students will learn to 
respond to literature, culture, and media analytically, as well as learn to effectively use language and research of 
their own to make compelling arguments and write essays communicating critical ideas. Students must come to 
class prepared for discussion. Class participation requires that assigned reading be completed prior to class.  

A minimum of 30% of class time will be devoted to writing instruction. This will take a variety of forms, including 
ungraded written assignments, informal writing exercises, writing workshops, peer-editing, applied research skills (in 
the form of a library assignment), and three graded essay assignments. During the course, you will be expected to 
write at least 3000 words.  
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As per GFC mandate, further policy about course outlines can be found in Section 23.4(2) of the University Calendar 
(GFC 29 SEP 2003). 

Course Evaluation 

Term work is worth 70%; the final exam is worth 30%. The f inal exam wil l  cover material  from the entire 
course. I will grade assignments based on content (clarity of expression, well-supported argument, originality, and 
clear thesis statement), form (organization of arguments, paragraphs, and sentence structure), grammar (including 
spelling and punctuation), and citation of sources. 

Term Work 

Term work is worth 70% of your final grade.  

Keyword Assignment (250 words) 10% Due 21 January 

Position Assignment (750 words) 20% Due 18 February 

Library Assignment 10% Due 4 March 

Research Essay (2000 words) 40% Due 30 March 

Quizzes 10%  

Class Participation 10%  

TOTAL 100%  

 

The 40% grade for the Research Essay includes 10% for submitting the topic and participating in the essay 
workshop. 

Class participation will include ungraded assignments (in-class writing and grammar exercises) as well as 
participation in class discussion and preparedness.  

Grading 

Term work will be graded using the letter grading system (see 
table at right). Your work will not be graded on a curve. I will 
include a more detailed rubric outlining the primary goals and 
marking scheme for each assignment. Term grades (worth 70% of 
your final grade) will be available on the last day of class. 

If a student is absent for any quiz or in-class assignment, s/he will 
receive a grade of zero for that assignment. There will be no 
opportunity to make up quizzes and in-class assignments. 

 
Final Exam 

A two-hour final exam, covering the entire term’s work, is worth 30% of your final grade. 

Date: Tuesday, 26 Apri l ,  2:00-4:00 pm (tentative) 

Please note that the dates and times of final exams are set by the Office of the Registrar and are subject to change. 
It is each student’s responsibility to confirm the date, time, and location of the exam prior to the end of term. 

Past examinations for this course number are available through the Students’ Union Exam Registry, online at 
www.su.ualberta.ca/services_and_businesses/services/infolink/exams. 

Marking and Grading Conversion 
Table 

Percentage Letter 
Grade 

Grade Point 
Value 

90-100 A+ 4.0 
86-89 A 4.0 
82-85 A- 3.7 
78-81 B+ 3.3 
74-77 B 3.0 
70-73 B- 2.7 
66-69 C+ 2.3 
62-65 C 2.0 
58-61 C- 1.7 
54-57 D+ 1.3 
50-53 D 1.0 
0-49 F 0.0 
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IMPORTANT NOTES 
Appeals and Reappraisals 

If you have questions regarding a particular grade on a piece of term work, or if you do not feel that your grade 
accurately reflects the quality of your work, please consult with me. Speaking with your instructor is the first step in 
resolving any grading disagreement, as per official Department policy. If, after discussing the matter with me, you 
are not satisfied with my explanation of your grade or my reassessment of your work, I will direct you to the proper 
authority for reappraisal. This officer is the Department’s First Year Chair, Dr. Brad Bucknell (Office HC 4-85; 
bucknell@ualberta.ca). If a resolution cannot be reached with the First Year Chair, you may arrange to meet with the 
Department’s Associate Chair, Instruction. 

The Department of English and Film Studies does not allow reconsideration of term work after a student writes the 
Final Examination. Any request for reappraisal of the Final Examination must be made in writing to the Office of the 
Registrar, not to the Department and Film Studies. 

Students should consult the attached “Regulations Pertaining to First-Year Courses‟ for information about appeals, 
reassessments, plagiarism, and external help with assignments. 

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Misrepresentation 

“The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are 
expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the 
University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of 
Student Behaviour (online: www.ualberta.ca/governance/studentappeals.cfm) and avoid any behaviour that could 
potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offence. 
Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.” (GFC 29 
SEP 2003) 

Class Participation 

Please turn off all cell phones and messaging devices, including messaging and social networking programs on your 
laptop. Active participation includes class discussion and group work, in-class writing assignments and exercises, 
and respectful listening and response. Many of the topics we will be raising in class will be political or debatable in 
nature; your positions may differ widely, and disagreements are likely. However, at no time should discussion be 
anything but respectful, and students are encouraged to take positions grounded in the material as a way of 
developing their own arguments and focusing the class.  

Submitting Work 

All assignments must be submitted in electronic and paper copies. The electronic copy is due before class starts 
on the due date; please hand in your hard copy at the beginning of class on the due date. Please try to deliver 
all assignments (even late ones) directly to me. The Department of English and Film Studies will not accept papers 
at the main office, and I cannot guarantee the security of anything stuffed under my office door. 

Late Policy 

Late papers will not be accepted without penalty, except in extenuating circumstances that must be discussed with 
me before the due date. All other work will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade for each day the paper is late (e.g. 
from B to B-); the first ‘late day’ begins at the end of class on the assignment’s due date. I will accept the time of 
email submission as the end of the late period, but I will still require a hard copy by the following day. Once 
assignments have been returned to the class, I may refuse further submissions of that assignment. 

Contacting the Instructor 

I encourage you to make use of my office hours to discuss anything related to the course, including readings, 
assignments, progress, and questions. If you are not able to meet during scheduled office hours, please contact me 
to make an appointment. 
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I can also be reached by email (agh3@ualberta.ca). However, please note that I will not respond to any messages 
sent after 8:00 pm until the next morning; I will acknowledge any email received before that time. Please do not 
consider the message read until you have received an acknowledgement. 

 

Tentative Class Schedule 
 

DATE READING WRITING & ASSIGNMENTS 

10 Jan Introduction Questionnaire 

12 Jan Orwell, “Politics and the English Language” (pdf)  

14 Jan Williams, excerpts from Keywords  (pdf)  

TOPIC: WAR 

17 Jan Findley, “Stones” (195-213) 
 

Distribute keyword assignment 
(250 words) 

19 Jan Findley, cont. 
Owen, “Dulce et Decorum Est” (538-9) 

 

21 Jan Brecht, “The God of War” (541) 
Forché, “The Colonel” (682) 

Keyword assignment due 

TOPIC: CONQUEST AND COLONIALISM 

24 Jan Carter, “The University of Hunger” (601-3)  

26 Jan Le Guin, “Sur” (179-194)  

28 Jan Le Guin, cont.  
Scott, “Laurentian Shield” (544-5) 

 

31 Jan King, “A Coyote Columbus Story” (293-7)  

TOPIC: SATIRE 

2 Feb Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (pdf) Stop-start-continue 

4 Feb Swift, cont. 
 

Distribute position assignment 
(750 words) 

7 Feb Political cartoons (in class) 
Scott, “Social Notes” (pdf) 

 

9 Feb Reading in newspapers and online  

TOPIC: SEX AND GENDER 

11 Feb Plath, “Metaphors” (619) 
Rich, “Power” (610) 
Rukeyser, “Myth” (569-70) 

 

14 Feb Atwood, “Happy Endings” (281-4) 
Sexton, “Cinderella” (604-7) 

 

16 Feb Tillie Olsen, “I Stand Here Ironing” (pdf)  

18 Feb Olsen, cont. 
Discussion – issues in sex and gender 

Position assignment due 
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21 Feb READING WEEK  

23 Feb READING WEEK  

25 Feb READING WEEK  

28 Feb Lecture: The Research Essay + Sources Distribute essay assignments 
(2000 words) 

Distribute library assignment 

2 Mar Library Orientation  

TOPIC: DYSTOPIA 

4 Mar Orwell, 1984 Library assignment due 

7 Mar 1984 Topic, Research Question, Primary 
text due 

9 Mar 1984  

11 Mar 1984  

14 Mar 1984  

16 Mar 1984   

18 Mar Discussion – issues in political language  

TOPIC: CLASS AND WORK 

21 Mar Terkel, excerpts from Working (pdf) 
Heaney, Digging (641) 

Exchange drafts for workshop 

23 Mar Terkel, cont. 
Wayman, work poetry (pdf) 

 

25 Mar Essay Workshop  

28 Mar Harlan County, U.S.A. (film)   

30 Mar Harlan County, U.S.A. (film) Research papers due 

1 Apr Discussion – issues in class and work  

TOPIC: RACE 

4 Apr Angelou, excerpt from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
(165-71) 

 

6 Apr Brand, “Blues Spiritual for Mammy Prater” (692-3) 
Kogawa, “When I Was a Little Girl” (629) 

 

8 Apr Philip, “Discourse of the Logic of Language” (665-9)  

11 Apr Review  

13 Apr Review  

Research papers returned and term grades posted 

 

 

 
FINAL EXAM – Tuesday, 26 Apri l ,  2:00 pm (tentative) 


