
English 121-A05 | Literature in Historical Perspective 

Back and Forth: Reading the ‘30s Across Three Centuries 

Fall 2015 
MWF 09:00-09:50 | BUS 1-10 

Instructor: Andrea Hasenbank 
Email: agh3@ualberta.ca 
Office: HC 4-72 
Office Hours: MWF 08:00-09:00, or by appointment 
eClass Website: https://eclass.srv.ualberta.ca/course/view.php?id=26330 

 
Course Description 

This course introduces students to post-secondary studies in English by exploring developments in language, 
literature, and culture in and over time. Students will have opportunities to study particular themes and compare 
different genres in and across a broad array of texts, placed in their historical contexts, which may range from 
medieval to contemporary times. The course will examine the conditions under which texts were originally produced 
and may consider the reception and reshaping of texts in history to the present. 

Section A05 of this course will look at texts from three decades: the 1730s, the 1830s, and the 1930s. We will 
consider how these texts respond to social, political, economic, and cultural pressures in their own periods, and how 
later texts call back to earlier periods as well. By looking at particular forms of writing—the essay, short story, 
poetry—we will be able to discuss how these forms play with and against convention as they shift over time. We will 
look at how different technologies of production and circulation change the way literary texts are made and read 
over time. We will consider as well how lasting anxieties, such as the divide between high and low culture, the 
impact of technology, and the public role of the working class, minorities, and women, continue to appear across 
the centuries. As well, we will discuss different challenges and approaches to working with historical literature while 
building on practical bibliographic and research skills. 

Required Texts 

Texts to be distributed electronically through class website and/or as handouts. 

Course Goals and Format 

This course focuses on the development of critical reading and writing skills by engaging with a variety of texts in a 
range genres and formats through reading, discussion, and writing. In particular, we will focus on analyzing 
elements of textual production and circulation as they relate to specific historical periods. In doing so, students will 
learn to respond to literature, culture, and media analytically, as well as learn to effectively use language and 
research of their own to make compelling arguments and write essays communicating critical ideas. Students must 
come to class prepared for discussion. Class participation requires that assigned reading be completed prior to 
class.  

A minimum of 30% of class time will be devoted to writing instruction. This will take a variety of forms, including 
ungraded written assignments, informal writing exercises, writing workshops, peer-editing, applied research skills (in 
the form of a library assignment), and three graded essay assignments. During the course, you will be expected to 
write at least 3000 words.  

As per GFC mandate, further policy about course outlines can be found in Section 23.4(2) of the University Calendar 
(GFC 29 SEP 2003). 
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Course Evaluation 

Term work is worth 70%; the final exam is worth 30%. The f inal exam wil l  cover material  from the entire 
course. I will grade assignments based on content (clarity of expression, well-supported argument, originality, and 
clear thesis statement), form (organization of arguments, paragraphs, and sentence structure), grammar (including 
spelling and punctuation), and citation of sources. 

Term Work 

Term work is worth 70% of your final grade.  

Keyword Assignment (250 words) 10% Due 18 September 

Library Assignment 15% Due 16 October 

Position Assignment (750 words) 20% Due 26 October 

Final Essay (2000 words) 45% Due 7 December 

Class Participation 10%  

TOTAL 100%  

 

The 45% grade for the Final Essay includes 15% for submitting the topic and participating in the essay workshop. 

Class participation will include ungraded assignments (in-class writing, grammar exercises, small group 
presentations) as well as participation in class discussion and preparedness.  

Grading 

Term work will be graded using the letter grading system (see 
table at right). Your work will not be graded on a curve. I will 
include a more detailed rubric outlining the primary goals and 
marking scheme for each assignment. Term grades (worth 70% of 
your final grade) will be available prior to the date of the final 
exam. 

If a student is absent for any quiz or in-class assignment, s/he will 
receive a grade of zero for that assignment. There will be no 
opportunity to make up quizzes and in-class assignments. 

 
Final Exam 

A two-hour final exam, covering the entire term’s work, is worth 30% of your final grade. 

DATE: Monday, 18 December 2015, 09:00-11:00 (tentative) 

Please note that the dates and times of final exams are set by the Office of the Registrar and are subject to change. 
It is each student’s responsibility to confirm the date, time, and location of the exam prior to the end of term. 

Past examinations for this course number are available through the Students’ Union Exam Registry, online at 
http://www.su.ualberta.ca/services/infolink/exam/  

  

Marking and Grading Conversion 
Table 

Percentage Letter 
Grade 

Grade Point 
Value 

90-100 A+ 4.0 
86-89 A 4.0 
82-85 A- 3.7 
78-81 B+ 3.3 
74-77 B 3.0 
70-73 B- 2.7 
66-69 C+ 2.3 
62-65 C 2.0 
58-61 C- 1.7 
54-57 D+ 1.3 
50-53 D 1.0 
0-49 F 0.0 



ENGL 121-A05 | 3 

IMPORTANT NOTES 
Appeals and Reappraisals 

If you have questions regarding a particular grade on a piece of term work, or if you do not feel that your grade 
accurately reflects the quality of your work, please consult with me. Speaking with your instructor is the first step in 
resolving any grading disagreement, as per official Department policy. If, after discussing the matter with me, you 
are not satisfied with my explanation of your grade or my reassessment of your work, I will direct you to the proper 
authority for reappraisal. This officer is the Department’s First Year Chair, Dr. Sylvia Brown (Office HC 3-45; 
sylvia.brown@ualberta.ca). If a resolution cannot be reached with the First Year Chair, you may arrange to meet with 
the Department’s Associate Chair of Instruction. 

The Department of English and Film Studies does not allow reconsideration of term work after a student writes the 
Final Examination. Any request for reappraisal of the Final Examination must be made in writing to the Office of the 
Registrar, not to the Department and Film Studies. 

Students should consult the posted “Regulations Pertaining to First-Year Courses‟ for information about appeals, 
reassessments, plagiarism, and external help with assignments. These have been posted to the eClass website for 
this course section. 

Plagiarism, Cheating, and Misrepresentation 

“The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are 
expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the 
University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of 
Student Behaviour (online: www.ualberta.ca/governance/studentappeals.cfm) and avoid any behaviour that could 
potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an offence. 
Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the University.” (GFC 29 
SEP 2003) 

Class Participation 

Please turn off/silence all cell phones and messaging devices, including messaging and social networking programs 
on your laptop. Active participation includes class discussion and group work, in-class writing assignments and 
exercises, and respectful listening and response. Many of the topics we will be raising in class will be difficult or 
debatable in nature; your positions may differ widely, and disagreements are likely. However, at no time should 
discussion be anything but respectful, and students are encouraged to take positions grounded in the material as a 
way of developing their own arguments and focusing the class.  

Submitting Work 

All assignments must be submitted in electronic and paper copies. The electronic copy is due before class starts 
on the due date; please hand in your hard copy at the beginning of class on the due date. Please try to deliver 
all assignments (even late ones) directly to me. The Department of English and Film Studies will not accept papers 
at the main office, and I cannot guarantee the security of anything stuffed under my office door. 

Late Policy 

Late papers will not be accepted without penalty, except in extenuating circumstances that must be discussed with 
me before the due date. All other work will be penalized 1/3 of a letter grade for each day the paper is late (e.g. 
from B to B-); the first ‘late day’ begins at the end of class on the assignment’s due date. I will accept the time of 
email submission as the end of the late period, but I will still require a hard copy by the following day. Once 
assignments have been returned to the class, I may refuse further submissions of that assignment. 

Contacting the Instructor 

I encourage you to make use of my office hours to discuss anything related to the course, including readings, 
assignments, progress, and questions. If you are not able to meet during scheduled office hours, please contact me 
to make an appointment. 
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I can also be reached by email (agh3@ualberta.ca). However, please note that I will not necessarily respond to any 
messages sent after 20:00 until the next morning. Please do not consider the message read until you have received 
an acknowledgement. 

 

121-A05 Tenta t ive  C lass  Schedule  

DATE READING WRITING AND ASSIGNMENTS 

2 Sept Introduction Questionnaire 

4 Sept Raymond Williams, Keywords (handout)  

7 Sept LABOUR DAY – University closed  

9 Sept Presentation: University of Alberta Sexual Assault Centre 

TOPIC: Essay and Nonfict ion 

11 Sept Benjamin Franklin, “On Literary Style” (1733) Distribute keyword 
assignment 

14 Sept Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (1729)  

16 Sept Alexis de Tocqueville, excerpt from Democracy in America 
(1835) 

 

18 Sept Slave narratives: Mary Prince, Moses Roper Keyword assignment due 

 

21 Sept Writing and Grammar – reading TBA Keyword assignment 
returned 

23 Sept George Orwell, “The Spike” (1931)  

25 Sept Martha Gellhorn, “High Explosive for Everyone” (1937)  

TOPIC: Poetic Forms 

28 Sept Alexander Pope, from Essay on Man (1733) Position assignment 
distributed 

30 Sept Byron, “Prometheus” (1815; 1835) 

Tennyson, “The Kraken” (1830) 

 

2 Oct Felicia Hemans, “Woman on the Field of Battle” (1830) Analysis demo 

5 Oct Modern Poetry:  
Edna St. Vincent Millay, “The Road to the Past” (1938); 
“The Snow Storm” (1939) 
William Carlos Williams, “The Red Wheelbarrow” (1938); 
“This is Just to Say” (1938) 
F.R. Scott, “Social Notes” (1935) 
Marianne Moore, “Poetry” (1935) 

Library assignment 
distributed 

Small group poetry 
analysis 

7 Oct Modern Poetry cont. Small group presentations 

9 Oct Lewis Allan, “Strange Fruit” (1937)  

11 Oct THANKSGIVING – University closed  
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14 Oct Library Session  

TOPIC: Fict ion 

16 Oct Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher” (1838) Library assignment due 

19 Oct Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment” 
(1837) 

 

21 Oct Hawthorne on Poe – criticism 

“The Fall of the House of Usher” (1928 film adaptation) 

Library assignment 
returned 

MLA lesson 

23 Oct Ernest Hemingway, “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” (1933)  

26 Oct Dorothy Livesay, “A Cup of Coffee” (1939) Position Assignment due 

TOPIC: High and Low Culture 

28 Oct Gentleman’s Magazine (1731) 2 min talks 

30 Oct Gentleman’s Magazine (cont) 

William Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress (1732, 1735) 

2 min talks 

Final Essay topics 
distributed 

2 Nov Hogarth (cont.) 

Hans Christian Andersen, “The Little Mermaid”; “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes” (1837) 

 

4 Nov “Jack and the Giant Killers” (1832) (Streetprint)  
“The Life of Richard Turpin” (1838) (Streetprint) 

Position assignment 
returned 

6 Nov W.H. Auden, “Musee des Beaux Arts” (1939) Topic statements due 

9 Nov – 11 Nov       FALL READING WEEK – NO CLASSES 

16 Nov Dashiell Hammett, “They Can Only Hang You Once” (1932)  

TOPIC: Technology and Anxiety 

18 Nov Mark Akenside, “Hymn to Science” (1739)  

20 Nov Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, ch. 4 (1818; 1835)  

23 Nov Orson Welles, The War of the Worlds (1938)  

25 Nov Welles, cont.  Drafts for workshop 

27 Nov Peer Editing Workshop  

30 Nov Film: Modern Times (1936)  

2 Dec Modern Times (cont.)  

REVIEW 

4 Dec Review  

7 Dec Review Final Essay due 

16 Dec Papers returned and term grades posted (Andrea’s office) 

 


